Pitfalls in diagnosing intracranial aneurysms.
A medical record review of 90 consecutive patients with intracranial aneurysm disclosed a startling incidence of delayed or incorrect diagnosis. In 31 of the patients, the diagnosis was not made by the referring physician. Definite diagnosis by angiography will detect an aneurysm as small as 2 mm when there is no spasm of the parent vessel. A high index of suspicion and the use of computed tomography with contrast enhancement are the major tools facilitating diagnosis of an intact aneurysm.